
Questions you could ask: 
 
"What enhancement courses are available, e.g. Duke of Edinburgh" 
This tells the interviewer that you are interested in extra courses within the 
College and want to have the opportunity to explore different activities. 
 
 "What is the dress code at the College/Training Provider?" 
Different Colleges and Training Providers will have different views on 
appropriate dress wear. Different courses may require overalls or 
uniforms.ie motor vehicle or construction. At Blackburn we encourage 
individuality. 
 
 "Is there a full induction onto the course and the College?"  
Inductions onto courses are always important, making sure health and 
safety issues are covered to ensure that your time spent at college is safe 
and enjoyable. 
 
 "How did you get to where you are now?" 
Asking this question can help you choose your career path, find out 
important information in a relevant area of study and also allow you to 
build up a good relationship with your Tutor. 
 
 "Where can I go to after this course?" 
It is important to know what is available after the course. Knowing 
progression routes to reach your goals e.g. employment, University or 
other further studies. 
 
 "How will I be assessed?" 
Are there any exams? When are they? Is my course work/ assignment 
work assessed during the course or at the end? 
 
 "When will I know if I get offered a place on the course?" 
This will help with your decision making and put your mind at ease. Your 
GCSE results day is the day you ultimately chose where you would like to 
go. 
 
 "May I contact you if I have other questions?" 
It's always good to wrap up the interview with this question. It keeps the 
door open for further communication. 

Question that you may be asked: 

What are your predicted grades? 
Bringing your predicted grades, estimated grades, mock exam results or already achieved 
grades to your interview is important to see if you meet the entry requirements for the 
course you are applying for. We will also ask for your latest school report. 
 
Why do you want to do this course? 
This is one tool interviewers use to see if you have done your homework and thought about 
your future. Do you really want to do this course? 
 
What are your greatest strengths? 
This will make you stand out from the next person, allowing you to expand on other 
questions and build up a relationship with the Tutor. Making yourself ‘shine’. 
 
Where did you do your work experience/What work experience have you done?  
Some people will complete work experience in years 10 or 11 that will be relevant to the 
course that they apply for at college, whether organized through school or not. This will 
allow you and the interviewer to discuss certain areas of the experience that you enjoyed 
and also the areas that you may have struggled with. This is also important as it shows the 
interviewer that you have a good work ethos.  
 
Describe a problem situation and how you solved it. 
Sometimes it is hard to come up with a response to this request, particularly if you are 
coming straight from school and do not have professional experience. Interviewers want to 
see that you can think critically and develop solutions. So bring up situations that you may 
have been in within school e.g. prioritising revision sessions and/or coursework.  
 
What accomplishment are you most proud of? 
The secret to this question is being specific and selecting  an accomplishment that relates to 
the college course. Although being open and honest is important. If being captain of your 
school football team is your proudest achievement then explain why. 
 
Tell me about yourself. 
While this question seems like a piece of cake, it is difficult to answer because it is so broad. 
The important thing to know is that the college interviewer typically wants to find out little 
aspects that will make you stand out. Pick a couple of points about yourself, in relation to 
what you want to do in the future. 

 

 



Interview tips: 

1. First impressions count  
Greet your interviewer with a smile and firm handshake. Give eye contact. Try to make 
small talk during the walk from the reception area to the interview room.  
 
2. Be prepared  
Always make sure that you bring your Record of Achievement or Progress File with you to 
your interview. Additional information such as art or design portfolio work will also be 
requested if applying for certain courses. Also look up the course content previously to see if 
it’s really the course that you want to do. 
 
3. Don’t waffle and be confident 
Answer questions properly - even if you need a few moments’ silence to collect your 
thoughts. It’s better to say you need a minute to think about your answer rather than speak 
instantly and regret it afterwards. 
 
4. Why should you be on the course?  
All of the courses at College have minimum requirements whether it be your GCSE results 
or a keen interest in the subject area, the interviewer is always looking for the right person 
for the right course.  Be ready to talk about your knowledge, experience, abilities and skills.  
 
5. Be positive  
Your interviewer will be thinking about what it would be like to have you on their course, so 
the last thing they’ll want to hear is negative comments and lack of enthusiasm. Interviewers 
like to see someone who enjoys a challenge and is enthusiastic. 
 
6. Remember your body language  
It is not what you say, but how you say it. During the interview, do not fold your arms and 
lean back or look to the floor! Sit upright and try to maintain good eye contact. Use your 
hands and lean forward when making a point. 
 
7. Support available to you  
If you require any support prior to the interview, then just contact us. You will be given 
contact information on your interview letter. Also if you feel that you may need extra support 
when on the course and you haven’t mentioned this before then the interview process is the 
best time to say something.   
 
8. Develop rapport  
Show energy, a sense of humour and smile. Ask your interviewer questions about 
themselves. 
 
9. Clarify anything you are unsure of  
If you are not certain what is meant by a particular question, ask for clarification. At the end, 
ask the interviewer if there is anything else he or she needs to know about. 
 
10. Remember your manners  
If you are polite at the interview this will be noted and you will be remembered for when you 
start your College course.   
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Contact: The School Liaison Team 
Email: sl@blackburn.ac.uk 
Phone: 01254 292511 


