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The team are always available to work 
with Schools, Sixth Forms and Colleges 
across Lancashire offering a wide range 
of engaging activities for students in 
years 8 to 13. We have well established 
and positive relationships with all local 
Schools, Sixth Forms and Colleges and 
are always keen to develop new ones.

We can support your staff to help ensure 
that your students are fully equipped with 
the knowledge, skills and confidence to 
progress into Further Education, Higher 
Education or employment. Making these 
interventions early will allow your students 
to focus fully on their GCSEs, A-Levels or 
post-16 course.

Available throughout the academic year, the 
School and College Liaison Team have a 
wide range of established workshops and 
activities, as well as the opportunity to work 
with Schools, Sixth Forms and Colleges on 
a bespoke basis to add extra value to your 
curriculum and students. 

We can help you with:

A-Levels
Vocational/Technical Courses, 
including Foundation Learning
Apprenticeships
Degrees and Higher Education 
Qualifications
Transition from Special Schools

Support for Schools, Sixth Forms & Colleges

OUR AIM:
Blackburn College’s 
School and College Liaison 
Team ensure that all pupils/
students receive high 
quality careers education, 
information, advice and 
guidance whilst introducing 
and promoting the range of 
fantastic courses, facilities 
and opportunities available to 
them at Blackburn College.

Schools, Sixth 
Forms & Colleges 
Offer 2020/21



Kieran Makin
Communications and Content Assistant

Kieran.Makin@blackburn.ac.uk

You can contact the team for general enquiries on their team email 
address at SchoolLiaison@blackburn.ac.uk 

Chloe Williams
School and College Liaison Officer

chloe.williams@blackburn.ac.uk
01254 292531

Kim Stanley
School and College Liaison Officer

kim.stanley@blackburn.ac.uk
01254 292542

Jill Phillips 
SEND Transition Co-ordinator

Jill.Phillips@blackburn.ac.uk

The School and College Liaison Team have a 
wealth of experience working in schools. 

All School and College Liaison Officers are level 4 
Information, Advice and Guidance qualified and can 
help your students along their journey. 

     Meet the Team
Contacting the Team:

To talk to the team and 
book any activities in this 
booklet, please use the 

details below.



Why choose 
Blackburn College and 
Blackburn University Centre

100%
A-Level 

Pass Rate
in 21 subjects*

Best 
Results 

in 4 years

Rated 
“Good” 

for 
Apprenticeships 

by Ofsted

Top 
College

in Pennine 
Lancashire for All 
Age Apprentice

 Success**

*August 2020 | **Timely success. Qualification Achievement Rates 2018-19 | ***Qualifcation Achievement Rates, 
2018-19 | ****Destinations of Leavers of Higher Education (2018, known outcomes)

Lower 
tuition fees 
than many
universities

Top 10
 in England 

for 16-18 year old 
Advanced

Apprenticeship
Success***

99.7%
Overall 
A-Level 

Pass Rate*

Degrees 
awarded by UK 

Top 10 Lancaster 
University

National 
award-winning 
teaching staff
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    What we do 
We have a variety of presentations and workshops available 
for years 8 to 13. Please check out what we offer below to see 
what is available for each year group.

Presentations
The Blackburn College 
Presentation  
FOR 2020/21 THIS CAN ALSO BE 
OFFERED VIRTUALLY

This informative presentation will help 
year 11 pupils understand the pathways 
available to them after GCSEs. Through 
exploring A-Levels, Technical and 
Vocational courses, Apprenticeships and 
Degrees the presentation will showcase 
the range of excellent options available at 
Blackburn College.

Target audience: Year 11 pupils
Size: Individual classes or year group 
assembly
Time: 20 minutes

University Centre at Blackburn 
College presentation

This informative presentation will help year 
12 and 13 students understand the options 
available to them at the University Centre 
after their A-Levels or Vocational/ Techni-
cal course. This presentation provides an 
insight into the range of degrees we have 
on offer validated by our partners Lancaster 
University, the University of Central Lanca-
shire and the University of South Wales.

Target audience: Years 12 and 13 pupils
Size: Individual classes or year group 
assembly
Time: 20 minutes

ASK Apprenticeships Presentation

Apprenticeships have always been a 
popular pathway for young people leaving 
school. These presentations, developed by 
ASK Apprenticeships service, will explore 
the range of Apprenticeships available 
including the different levels, searching for 
vacancies, how to apply and an opportuni-
ty to ask questions.

Target audience: Years 10 and 11 pupils
Size: Year group assembly
Time: 20 minutes

Year 10 Pathways

We are aware that exploring different career 
and course choices can be a daunting task 
to face when leaving school. Our pathways 
presentation explores the different routes 
available to young people once they leave 
school. Year 10 is the ideal time for pupils 
to start thinking about post-16 education 
and our team can help support and guide 
them to make the right choice.

Target audience: Year 10
Size: Form time group or assembly 
Time: 20 mins



These sessions are more 
interactive and ideal for 
classroom sized groups. 

Career Planning

Choosing a career paths can be a daunt-
ing prospect and its hard to know where 
to start. This session will give your pupils 
chance to look at their personality traits, 
skills and interests and see which careers 
these correspond with. They will complete 
an online personality quiz that will link their 
personality traits to jobs and will be given 
the skills to search for different careers 
online. The session finishes with a fun 
lifestyles game, encouraging pupils to plan 
their ideal future lifestyle will help them plan 
and aim for their future career. 

Target audience: Years 10 and 11
Size: Classroom group
Time: 1 hour

Team Building

Teambuilding skills are essential in all 
career paths and are highly sought after by 
employers. This fun and interactive work-
shop will introduce teamwork skills to your 
pupils and through a range of challenges, 
will give them an opportunity to test their 
skills and highlight areas for development.

Target audience: Years 8, 9, 10 and 11
Size: Individual classes
Time: 1 hours session

Classroom Workshops
Interview skills

Delivering a confident interview can make 
all the difference in securing that dream 
job, Apprenticeship, College or University 
place. Our interview skills session is ideal 
to help your pupils prep for their interview 
and provide them with the confidence to 
deliver the perfect interview. The session 
covers different interview techniques, the 
opportunity to role play an interview and 
the chance to critique interviews.

Target audience: Year 10, 11, 12 & 13
Size: Individual classes
Time: 1 hour

CV Workshop

Having a great CV will help your pupils get 
their dream job or Apprenticeship when 
leaving school. Our session gives your 
pupils all the tools to help create the 
perfect CV as part of their application, 
showing them the perfect layout and how 
to avoid common CV mistakes.

Target audience: Year 10, 11, 12 and 13
Size: Individual classes
Time: 1 hour or 20 mins (form session)

Personal Statement

Creating the perfect Personal Statement 
is essential for modern day applications 
to colleges, jobs and universities. Starting 
a Personal Statement can be a daunting 
prospect for students, but our session is 
here to provide all the tips and tricks to 
getting it started and creating an amazing 
impression.

Target audience: Year 10, 11, 12 and 13
Size: Individual classes
Time: 1 hour or 20 mins (form session)



Student Finance

This workshop makes Student Finance 
fun! Our team will cover the Student 
Finance and funding available as well as 
incorporate fun activities for students to 
participate in. You can learn about how 
to live on a budget, how to make your 
student loans go further and address any 
financial concerns that students may have. 
The team will also discuss what bursaries 
and scholarships may be available.

Target audience: Year 12 and 13
Size: Individual classes
Time: 1 hour

Prefect Academy

An addition to our offer after last year’s 
success, this session can train your new or 
existing prefects. Training can be tailored 
to suit your schools individual needs and 
the time that you have available. Training 
for your prefects will include developing 
skills in:

• Communication
• Leadership
• Assertiveness
• Teamwork

Using a range of resources and fun 
activities, this training will ensure your 
prefects develop new skills to both 
support your school and help them in their 
individual career and self-development.

Careers Support

Mock interviews

Delivering the perfect interview can make 
all the difference in securing that dream 
job, apprenticeship, college or University 
place. Our staff can support your school 
or college in delivering professional mock 
interviews, allowing your students to hone 
their skills and gain insightful feedback on 
how to improve and deliver the perfect 
interview.

Target audience: Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 
pupils
Size: As required
Time: 20 mins per pupil

Career interviews

Our IAG qualified staff are always available 
to offer your students comprehensive one 
to one career interviews. Giving impartial 
advice on local colleges and universities, 
A-Levels, Vocational/Technical courses, 
Apprenticeships and Degrees, these 
interviews will help ensure your pupils are 
aware of all the options available to them 
and the requirements needed for different 
courses and levels.

Target audience: Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 
pupils
Size: Individual
Time: 30 minutes 

“This lesson was very helpful 
as I learnt a lot of things 
which I can use in the future. 
The lesson plan was very 
good and clear” 

– School pupil



Support for 
Apprentices 

Initial Assessments

As part of the Apprenticeship application 
process all pupils must carry out an initial 
assessment. These sessions are usually 
booked the same way as an interview and 
take place during or after school hours.

We offer this new addition to all our 
schools, where our Apprenticeship team 
can be booked in to come and complete 
initial assessments in a group in school. 
This will speed up the Application process 
for your pupils, meaning they can secure 
an interview with an employer at an earlier 
date. To arrange please contact Hannah 
Baker by email on:
Hannah.Baker@blackburn.ac.uk

Drop in

Drop ins are a useful and informal way for 
our team to engage with your students. 
We are available over lunch time, form 
classes or after school so it doesn’t impact 
your curriculum. We are there to answer 
any questions regarding their application, 
guiding them onto the correct course or 
even put them at ease for their interview. 
Whether it’s a one off or a series of drop 
in sessions you require, just let one of the 
team know and we’ll be happy to come 
along.

VIP Tours

Blackburn College’s School and College 
Liaison Team are always on hand to give 
tours of our amazing campus. These 
can be for individual pupils with parents/ 
guardians or a group from your school or 
college. Tours can be carried out during 
or after school hours and outside of term 
time. Our team will ensure you are given 
a great experience with the opportunity 
to chat to tutors and see the fantastic 
facilities. Please contact a member of the 
team to book.

“Many thanks for the tour 
around college today. We 
all found the facilities very 
impressive and finding out 
about the variety of courses 
on offer has given our pupils 
some food for thought.” 
- Parent



Support for Special 
Schools

Our SEND Transition Coordinator, Jill 
Phillips, has over 25 years’ experience 
working alongside young people with 
SEND and is passionate about all 
people being able to access mainstream 
education regardless of their learning 
difficulties and/or disabilities.

Transition for young people with SEND 
can be a worrying time and to facilitate 
a smooth process Jill works closely with 
young people, their families, Schools and 
outside agencies. 

To ensure a smooth transition process 
Jill offers the following services:

• Information, Advice and Guidance to 
young people with SEND to explore 
their educational options

• Attends IPRA/ EHCP Annual Reviews, 
an integral part of a young person 
transition process

• Arranges Blackburn College visits and 
taster sessions

• Q & A sessions in schools for parents 
and young people

• Attends careers events and Parents’ 
Evenings at school

• Support at interviews

School Quiz

The School Quiz has been an annual fixture 
in the College calendar since 2003. Over 
that time hundreds of pupils have been 
challenged with thousands of fun general 
knowledge questions. Similar to University 
Challenge format, there are buzzer rounds, 
picture quizzes, music questions and sing-
a-longs. 

The quiz takes place in early July, and each 
school can enter a team of between 4 and 
6 players taken from year 9 and 10.

Target audience: Year 9 and 10
Size: 4-6 pupils per team
Time: The quiz takes a whole day in early 
July and is held at Blackburn College. 

National Art & 
Design Club

Do any of your year 8 -11 pupils have 
a passion for Art & Design or Fashion & 
Business? They can join the FREE National 
Saturday Club at Blackburn College, 
running every Saturday 9am - 12pm during 
term time. 

Your pupils can get involved in the 
following:

• FREE trips to exciting cultural 
destinations

• Creative workshops
• Building your art and design portfolios 

and improve your skills and techniques
• Masterclasses from renowned artists 

and designers

“The event was a huge success with very positive feedback from the staff 
and pupils. I personally think it was the best one ever and I know all our pupils 
gained valuable skills and advice from the day.” 

– Diane Lovatt – Longridge High School



Blackburn College 
Tasters

Each year Blackburn College invite year 
10 cohorts from local schools down to our 
fantastic campus to experience a full real 
life college day.

The pupils will participate in a carousel of 
subjects that they have individually chosen. 
Pupils get a real feel for the College and 
which subjects that they may like to 
study after finishing school. They have 
an opportunity to talk to course leaders 
and find out more about the courses and 
careers as well as familiarising themselves 
with the campus, Blackburn College will 
provide and organise free transport for the 
day.

Process for the school:

We advise booking your preferred date for 
the College Taster Day as soon as you can, 
you can book by contacting a member of 
the team.

Around February/March time the team will 
deliver a short assembly to the full cohort 
about the Tasters and how to choose 
their options. Please book early to avoid 
disappointment!

University Centre 
Tasters

The University Centre at Blackburn 
College will now be holding Taster Days 
for individual Colleges and Sixth Forms 
for year 12 and 13 students. Students will 
have the opportunity to sample a lecture or 
seminar of interest and find out more about 
the Lancaster University degree they can 
achieve at the University Centre. 

Please contact the team to arrange a 
date that is suitable for your Sixth Form or 
College.

Our tutors at the University Centre are 
always on hand to run subject specific or 
bespoke sessions at your School, College 
or Sixth Form. Get in touch with a member 
of the team to arrange!

Taster dates for this 
Academic Year

Tuesday 29th June 2021 
Wednesday 30th June 2021
Thursday 1st July 2021
Friday 2nd July 2021



Meet our class of 2020!
Kacey Reynolds, 18
Studied: Textiles, Fashion and Design 
(UAL) Level 3 Extended Diploma

School: Shuttleworth College

“I chose to travel to study at Blackburn 
College because out of all the Colleges 
I looked at it was clearly the best for 
Textiles courses. The course I did has solid 
recognition from Universities and a positive 
reputation. The tutors guided us with our 
preparation for vital work experience and were 
on hand to support us with our progression 
ambitions and University interviews.

“I am now heading to the London College 
of Fashion to study a BA (Hons) Degree in 
Costume for Performance.”

Luqman Dar, 19
Studied: BTEC Science Level 3 
Extended Diploma and Level 3 
Mathematics

School: Witton Park High School

“I chose to study at Blackburn College 
mainly because of the positive reviews and 
recommendations I had heard, but also 
because of its locality. During my time at the 
College I have overcome challenges to receive 
results I am really proud of. I was diagnosed 
with ADHD and initially studied A-Levels which 
I struggled with, so I switched to BTEC and 
Vocational studies and I haven’t looked back.

“I’m now going to Liverpool John Moores 
University to study a BSc (Hons) Degree in 
Product Design Engineering.”

Achieved 
Distinction*, 

Distinction* & 
Distinction

 (D*, D* and D)

Achieved a 
Distinction 

Grade

Luqman also achieved 
a Grade A in Level 3 

Mathematics
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